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“Mediate, not Immediate!”      Text – 1 Peter 1:23-2:2       Canons of Dort Head III/IV Art. 17   OT Reading – Psalm 119:1-16 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We have been at pains to emphasize the sovereignty of God in salvation.  
· We have considered the doctrine of election, seeing that it is a sovereign choice of God to save some made before the creation of the world.  
· We have seen that regeneration comes before faith – for a person to believe, he must first be born again by the Spirit of God; He must be brought out of that state of spiritual death that we are all born into and made alive.  
· And we have seen that even faith – our taking hold of Christ – is a gift of God; it is not something we produce from within ourselves apart from God.  
And we have seen all this from the Bible.  
Taking just a passage like Romans 8:29-30 we have seen that it is God who foreknows and God who predestines and God who calls and God who justifies and God who brings and will bring every believer to glory.  
And He does this because of the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
It is all of His grace.

And it is precisely because God is sovereign in our salvation that we can be convinced that nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  
If just a milligram of our salvation depended entirely on us, we could not have this confidence because we are such fickle and changeable creatures.  
But if it is all of God, from beginning to end, your hope is unshakeable, your confidence is unbreakable, and your assurance is unassailable – You have no reason to doubt, because God is unchangeable.  
His promises to you are ‘yes’ and ‘amen’ in Jesus Christ.
And all of this is part of the rich blessing of knowing that God is sovereign in salvation.

So, what about evangelism?  
We have completed the 6 steps to talking about Jesus program and we are working our way through Acts and we are now doing the Two Ways to Live program.  Why?  
And why am I working up a sweat preaching from this pulpit today having spent most of my time this week preparing two sermons?  If it is all of God…?  If salvation is God’s work…?  If He will bring every single one of His elect to faith…?  Why do we bother?  
And why do you and I command men and women and young people and boys and girls to repent and believe?  Is it right for you to say to someone you are sharing the gospel with, “Repent and believe, now!”  
I mean, haven’t we agreed from the Bible that if they are not God’s elect, they cannot, and if they are God’s elect, it is by a work that He must first do in their hearts?  So again, may we do this?  
And you, believer, why are you here this afternoon?  Why do you read your Bible?  Why do you do the hard yards of the Christian life?  If God is sovereign, why bother?  Does it really matter whether or not you lie or lust or laze around?  After all, if you are one of God’s chosen ones, you cannot perish!
Well, we seek our answers to questions like these from the Word of God.  So let’s turn our attention to this passage here in 1 Peter 1.  For there we see that faith comes by the Spirit and the Word.
Now, Peter speaks there to persecuted believers who are in great need of encouragement.  

· And in the first part of the chapter, from vv3-12, he provides them with a glorious salvation song that praises the Triune God for this most precious gift.  
· And then he moves on to describe the appropriate response to this glorious salvation in vv13-16, where God says, “Be holy, because I am holy.”  
· And in vv17-19, he reminds believers that the price God paid to secure our adoption into His family was the blood of Jesus; His eternal and only begotten Son.
· And then, in vv20-21, he beautifully explains that our belief, our faith, and our hope are all in, through, by, and because of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
· In other words it is a most gracious salvation – it is an undeserved salvation.
· And the other half of our response to this salvation ought to be, as v22 states, that we “love one another deeply, from the heart.”
· And this call to a deep love for our brothers and sisters in Christ is so important that Peter connects it with our being born again in v23.  It is what the Spirit has done with in us that enables us to love our brothers, and it is also the motivation for that love.  
· If we know that God has loved us and continues to love us despite our failings and weaknesses and sins, surely we have every reason to love others who disappoint us and hurt us, etc.  

1. Now, there is plenty more that we could say about this matter, but our focus today is more narrowly on the connection Peter makes here between being born again and the living and enduring word of God.

a. He says, “You have been born again,” which means you have been given a new heart that now seeks after God, “through the living and enduring word of God … this is the word that was preached to you.”
i. In short, it is this Book (hold up the Bible) as it is read or preached and heard that the Spirit of God uses to ‘birth’ believers.  It is not some magical process that just happens, somehow and mysteriously and independently of the word.  

(1) And you might remember this same truth as it is taught in Romans 10 from v13, “‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?”  

(A) The Spirit uses the Word to bring about new birth.
ii. And 1 Peter 1:23 provides us with an in-built illustration of this.  And it arises from that word “born.”  So I will try and do this carefully (
(1) If I were to ask you how children were born or made, I trust you would point me to Psalm 139:13, where the Psalmist says to God, “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.”
(A) New life is a divine miracle.  New life is a gift of God.  It is God who brings about new life.
(i) Now, God is able to do this independent of anything.  He could create a human being out of nothing.  We know this in relation to Adam and Eve and the Lord Jesus Christ whose coming to life was extraordinary.
(ii) But the ordinary way that God delights to bring about new life is by the union of male and female and conception; X chromosomes and Y chromosomes and DNA; basic biology.  
iii. Well, as it is with physical birth, so it is with spiritual birth.  

(1) God could create believers independent of anything.  He could bring someone to faith just by the internal working of the Spirit’s power.  And in fact, He does do this, as we have noted, in the case of those who cannot respond to the preached word, such as those who die in infancy or who are intellectually disabled.

(2) But the ordinary way that God delights to bring about spiritual new life is by the Spirit planting the seed of the preached gospel in the soil of the heart that He fertilizes and waters and digs over with the preached gospel.
(A) “You have been born again through the living and enduring word of God.”
(i) God has chosen to do His saving work through your and my sharing of the gospel.
b. You see, only God knows who His elect are.  He has not revealed that to us.  In fact, He has warned us, in Deut. 29:29 that the secret things belong to God while the revealed things belong to us.  And what are His revealed things?  
i. Well, both to those called as ministers of the Word and to each and every believer, we read these commands of the Lord: 
(1) 2 Timothy 4:2, “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction.”  
(2) Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  
(3) 1 Timothy 4:13, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.”  
(4) 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
ii. What a joy!  What a privilege!  What an encouragement to our faith, that even though God does not need to use us, He delights to use our feeble words and those sharings of the gospel that we later wish we could have said differently, and those often poorly put together sermons to bring other people to faith in Christ!
c. So this is why we have completed the 6 steps to talking about Jesus program and we are working our way through Acts and we are now doing the Two Ways to Live program.  This is why I am working up a sweat preaching from this pulpit today having spent most of my time this week preparing two sermons.  This is why we command men and women and young people and boys and girls to repent and believe, now!  

i. The Spirit of God says to you and I, as believers, do not be ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.  

ii. And this is why I can say to you, today, who do not yet believe, If you repent of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, you shall be saved NOW!  This moment!  
But note also that not only does faith come by the Spirit and the Word, faith also grows by the Spirit and the Word; our second and final point.  
For Peter continues in chapter 2 to say, “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  
1. Well, let’s first of all spend a brief moment looking at the end of that verse – “Now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  
a. In the bulletin today, I included some comments about what it means to be an adopted child of God.  
i. Every single human being begins life with God as their Creator, whether they acknowledge that or not.  
ii. Every single human being begins life with God as their King, again whether they acknowledge it or not.  
iii. And every single person will have to face Jesus Christ as their judge, again, whether they acknowledge it or not.  
iv. But because of God’s electing mercy and love, some come to know that the Lord is good.  
A. Some come to know God as their Father in heaven through Jesus Christ.  
B. Some come to know Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
C. Some come to know that nothing can separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  
1) Are you one of those that have tasted that the Lord is good?
b. Well, if you have tasted that the Lord is good, it will be your desire to become more and more like Him.  And this is the process that the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit begins in each believer.  We call it sanctification – becoming increasingly holy.  
i. There is a hungering for righteousness.  There is a thirst for goodness.  There is an insatiable longing for growth in the new life that is ours in Jesus Christ.  
ii. And it exists right alongside an increasing disgust at our sin.  
A. We don’t want to remain spiritual infants, using the language of Ephesians 4.  
B. We want “in all things to grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” 
c. So how does this happen in you and I?  How does this growth occur?  And the answer of 1 Peter 2 is by the “pure spiritual milk.”  
i. And that word ‘spiritual’ more literally means reasonable, rational, which is why other English translations have it as “the pure milk of the word.”  In fact, one paraphrase calls it “wordy milk.”  
A. There is no complicated, mysterious, hard to reach formula, if you will pardon the pun, for growing in Christ.  You grow by drinking in the word, as a baby drinks its mother’s milk.  
1) Boys and girls, did you know that when a baby is born it has to spend three weeks at milk drinking school!?  It has to learn what milk is and how to like milk and how to drink it…

2) No! That’s not true is it!  Right from birth, a baby knows that his life depends on that nourishment.  He knows it is the source of perfect nutrition.  And there is no, ‘No thanks Mum.  Not really in the mood right now.   Just stick it in the fridge and maybe I’ll have some later.  I’m not really that hungry.  
ii. Well, it is the same with believer.  The Holy Spirit gives him or her and instant hunger for the word that can be satisfied by nothing else.
A. The believer is like Peter who when asked by Jesus if he wished to leave “answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”  
1) Now, we don’t have Jesus standing in front of us.  We have better!  We have the complete revelation of God for all of doctrine and life in the Bible. 
iii. But let me illustrate this in a different way.  If I was to say to you that I was not going to eat food or drink any liquids for 40 days and 40 nights, confident that God would keep me healthy and strong, what would you say?  You would say I was being foolish and would surely shrivel up and die.  
iv. But I would then say to you that God kept Moses and Elijah alive without food or drink for 40 days and nights, why wouldn’t He do that for me?  He can do it!
v. And I hope you would say to me, Yes Pastpr, He did do it on two extraordinary times to two of His extraordinary servants.  But that is not His ordinary way of feeding His people.  Ordinarily he causes them to remain healthy and grow through regular feeding.
A. And this, boys and girls, is why Mum and Dad regularly ask you if you are reading your Bible.
B. And this is why we are all called to worship twice each Sunday.
C. And this is why we gather in Bible study.
D. And this is why we make use of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
1) So that we may regularly feast on the grace of God in Jesus Christ.
d. In the bulletin at the moment, we are very briefly working through a list of some of the spiritual blessings that Paul gives thanks for in Ephesians 1.  They are – election, adoption, grace, redemption, wisdom, understanding, knowledge, praise, belief, the presence of the Holy Spirit, faith, love, enlightenment, power, and an inheritance in heaven.
i. And they are wonderful and rich and soul-refreshing things to meditate on.
A. You can look up the marginal references in a study Bible

B. You can look the words up in a Bible concordance and see the context in which each use of the word is give.

C. You can see how each word is grounded in and explained by the Lord Jesus Christ.
D. And you can thank God in the name of Jesus Christ for each blessing. 

E. And you can ask the Spirit of God to keep shaving sin off you and to give you increased hunger for righteousness.
You see, when it comes to becoming a Christian and growing as a Christian the way that God delights to work, ordinarily, in the hearts of His people is mediate not Immediate.  

Mediate means with means – with the use of tools and instruments.  It is by preaching and the sharing of the gospel and by Bible study and Sacraments that God gives His grace.
Immediate means without means – directly and mysteriously.  And this is not how God has chosen to work His grace, as these verses make very clear.
Well, returning to the illustration used in 1 Peter 2:2, just as you will be familiar with the almost ferocious hunger with which the infant seeks his mother’s milk, you probably know also how calm that same infant is when he is feeding.  In fact, you often hear babies sing while they feed.
Do you know the calmness that comes from communion with Christ in His Word?

Doxology!!!!  All glory to God!
Amen.
